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[bookmark: _GoBack]Objective: Molluscum contagiosum (molluscum) is a common pediatric viral skin infection.  While this condition is considered benign and self-limiting, molluscum can last for months to years and cause itching and pain.  The experience in caring for a child with molluscum largely remains a mystery, with few studies published on the topic.  This online survey aimed to collect caregivers’ views on their experiences with molluscum infection in their children.  
Methods: Parents, caregivers, and/or legal guardians of children (ages 3-16 years) who were diagnosed with molluscum in the past 4 years were recruited to answer a 15-minute paid online survey.  Margin of error at the 95% confidence interval for the total sample was ± 7.7%. Survey questions inquired about the type of health care provider (HCP) consulted, diagnosis, treatment, and how severely molluscum impacted the caregiver and the child. 
Results: Respondents (n=150) were mostly Caucasian (85%), 25-44 years of age (87%), and had at least one child with an active infection (75%). Median household size was 4 people.  The median age of children in the home was 8 years.  Most respondents saw at least 2 types of HCPs for their child’s molluscum.  Diagnosis was completed by Pediatrics (49%), Family Practice (37%), Dermatology (34%), Infectious Disease (23%), and/or Emergency Room (21%).  Spread of molluscum to ≥ 1 child in the household was reported in 60% of caregivers.  Most caregivers were offered treatment options by the health care provider (61%) vs. allowing the disease to remit on its own (39%).  Most caregivers reported moderate to major impact on their lives (62%), 70% agreed with the statement that molluscum kept their child away from doing things they love, and 62% agreed they worried what others thought of their child having molluscum. Many respondents (47%) considered squeezing or removing lesions themselves at home and 31% utilized this strategy.  The most common approaches to treatment were home remedies (43%) and molluscum treatments purchased from Amazon.com or a drug store with no Rx required (41%), followed by cryosurgery (41%), cantharidin (39%), and curettage (31%).  The average number of treatments used was 2.36.  
Conclusions: Results indicate that molluscum patients receive diagnoses from many HCP types, often visiting more than one HCP.  Many patients do not receive treatment, and those that do receive treatment are likely to use more than one modality in attempt to clear the infection.  Caregivers were likely to attempt to try at-home remedies or use unproven/unapproved remedies, as well as attempt to disrupt lesions themselves, creating opportunities for autoinoculation and spread of the infection.  Not surprisingly, spread to another child in the household was common.  Finally, a moderate to high impact on quality of life for caregivers and an impact on activities for their children with molluscum was reported.  This suggests that while physically benign, molluscum has an emotional impact patients and their caregivers, with concern over a negative social stigma.
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