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Secukinumab Is Highly Efficacious and Has a Favorable Safety Profile in Pediatric Patients With Moderate-to-Severe Plaque Psoriasis
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[bookmark: _Hlk508184203]Background: Psoriasis affects approximately 1% of children and adolescents; few treatment options are available, resulting in a high unmet medical need.1,2 This study investigated the efficacy and safety of 2 secukinumab dosing regimens in pediatric patients with moderate-to-severe plaque psoriasis. 
Methods: In this ongoing, randomized, multicenter, open-label study (NCT03668613), patients aged 6 to <18 years with moderate-to-severe plaque psoriasis were stratified by weight and randomized 1:1 to receive low-dose (LD; 75-150 mg; n = 42) or high-dose (HD; 75-300 mg; n = 42) subcutaneous secukinumab. Efficacy was determined at week 12 according to PASI75/90/100 and IGA mod 2011 0/1 responses (nonresponder imputation); quality of life (QOL) was determined using Children’s DLQI (CDLQI) 0/1 responses. Safety was evaluated through week 16 by the incidence of treatment-emergent adverse events (TEAEs).
[bookmark: _Hlk508959871]Results: Predictive log odds ratios from a Bayesian analysis for PASI75, PASI90, and IGA 0/1 responses at week 12 suggest benefit over historical placebo for both regimens (probability of [log-OR > 0] = 1). At week 12, achievement of responses was similar in both arms (PASI75/90/100: LD, 92.9%/69.0%/59.5%; HD, 92.9%/76.2%/54.8% and IGA 0/1: LD, 78.6%; HD, 81.0%). Patients in both arms experienced improved QOL at week 12 as measured by CDLQI 0/1 responses (LD, 50.0%; HD, 61.9%). TEAEs were comparable between treatment arms and consistent with the known safety profile of secukinumab.
[bookmark: _Hlk508190765][bookmark: _Hlk26186095]Conclusion: Across both doses, secukinumab is highly efficacious in rapidly improving skin symptoms and QOL in pediatric patients with moderate-to-severe plaque psoriasis and has a favorable safety profile. 
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